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SAVE EUROPE NOW 
‘““A couple 
of slices” 


“The cut to 1,014 calories means 
that the daily diet will amount to a 
couple of slices of bread smeared with 
margarine, a spoonful of porridge, 
and a couple of potatoes.” 

THE REALITY OF THE CUT IN 

GERMAN RATIONS IS THUS 
DRIVEN HOME IN A_ LETTER 
FROM “SAVE EUROPE NOW” 
PUBLISHED IN THE TIMES OF 
LAST FRIDAY, WHICH SAYS 
THAT THIS IS ONLY A_ FORE- 
TASTE OF THE DISASTER TO 
FOLLOW. 

The letter makes three positive sug- 
gestions. First an immediate reduc- 
tion of our stocks to 3,000,000 tons, 
twice the quantity thought necessary 
for normal distribution in peace-time.” 

“Next, a scheme for the voluntary 
contribution of food for relief becomes 
imperative. Long before the new 
situation was revealed “ Save Europe 
Now” had plentiful evidence of the 
eagerness of individuals to offer part 
of their rations for this purpose. The 
Government was unwilling to sponsor 
such a scheme, though it permitted 
the public to subscribe up to £100,000 
to the voluntary societies for the pur- 
chase of food not in general demand 
here but useful for relief. Almost 
the whole of this sum has now been 
raised; and there must be a new 
opportunity for the British people to 
show, in a practical manner, their 
deep concern to feed the hungry.” 

“Finally, we must hope now that an 
effort will be made to construct a 
genuine world system for the distri- 
bution of wheat and flour on the basis 
of human needs.” 

“The head of the new Food and 
Agricultural Organization, Sir John 
Boyd Orr,” it is recalled, “stated in 
a letter to the Secretary-General of 
UNO on Feb, 14 that his organiza- 
tion ‘was willing to accept respon- 
sibility for mobilizing the world’s 
resources and proposed as a first step 
the calling of an international confer- 
ence which should be attended by 
tesponsible Ministers.” What has 
happened to this plan? Nothing less, 
surely, will meet the demands of the 
hour.” 

e letter is signed isho ° 
Chichester, Lord Lindsst Fiot. Gilbert Murieee 
Earl Russell (sponsors): Mr. Victor Gollancz 
A nueman)) Rev. Henry Carter (hon, 

Treasurer), Mr, Michael Foot, MP, Mrs. Eva 


pcbhaete Mr. R. R. Stokes, MP and Mr. Roy 


e e 
Solidarity 
fPHE first essential of peace is to 
Save the German people from 
Starvation. If, as will happen unless 
we ourselves submit to heavy sacri- 
fices, millions of Germans die, not 
only: will there be no peace, but 
British democracy will be engulfed 
in the vortex. “Much more than 
Germany will go down,” as_ the 
slanchester Guardian Says. 
ji 1s really futile to look beyond this 
desperate necessity. No humane 
professions, no political plans, will 
nave the slightest reality, if Ger- 
many goes where the “ Allies” are 


driving her today, by policies of 
based on a funda- 


criminal insanity 
parte eae of the existence of 
» mora aw, denving human 
solidarity. By this denial the world 
1S Moving, inexorably, towards such 
suffering as it has never known. No 
sounty will escape. 
NEWS exists t ity 
P* of human solidarity, Even if steiahey 
olce crying in the wilderness, it j 
that it should be heard. You can rebgy 


reach further. 
THE EDIT 
Contributions since March 1: Sih Bead 
Total for 1946: £97 153, 6d. iD 
Please make cheques, ete., payable ta Peace 
News, Ltd., and address them to the Accourt- 
ant, Peace News. 3 Blackstock Road, N4. 


Human relations are 


destroyed 


in world’s 


new moral crisis 


HE extent of the world-chaos is ungraspable by the human 
mind. It has ceased to react. Even the high spots are just 
“news.” But we must pause to reflect on the two events which 
seem to stand at the poles of the chaos. One is the reduction of 
rations for the 22 million people within the British zone of 


Germany to the level of the 
rations in the Belsen camp; the 
other the open breach by Russia 
of a solemn treaty concluded by 
the Big Three in the matter of 
Persia. \ 

In those events civilization touches 
bottom, one might say: were it not 
that the abyss is bottomless. Where 
will, where can, the downfall stop? 

In his recent book, “ Victors, Be- 
ware!” Mr. de Madariaga quotes a 
Spanish woman, describing the situa- 
tion in Spain towards the end of 1944, 

“The chief task is the restoration of the 
main moral values of our civilization. This 
moral crisis can be noticed as soon as a word 
or a look is crossed with one’s neighbour. 
Human relations are destroyed. Even those 
of us who have lost the very notion of physical 
comfort, or even the most elementary guaran- 
tees of survival, feel anguished above all _by 
this continual experience of the moral crisis 
which is now overpowering the world. 


Foundations des‘ royed 


FA UMAN relations are destroyed. 
That is the meaning, alike of the 
Russian action over Persia, and the 
coming starvation of the imhabitants 
of the British zone in Germany. It is 
hard for us in this island of Britain 
even. yet to conceive a world in which 
human relations are destroyed, and 
there is no trust any more. So we are 
unrealistic about the true situation 
of the world. 

We cannot really believe that the 
foundations are destroyed, because we 
take the moral foundations of human 
living for granted. In spite of all 
appearances, we Say or think to our- 
selves, the rulers of Russia must 
accept them. We cannot believe the 
evidence of our own eyes: thie bottom 
would fall out of our world if we did. 

How long it will be before the moral 
collapse of Europe sweeps, like a 
great tidal wave, into our experience: 
whether we shall somehow avoid being 
engulfed—these are strange questions 
to ask. Words have ceased to corre- 
spond to the event. What does the 
phrase “ the moral collapse — of 
Europe” really convey to an Enghish- 
man, whose national life has remained 
law-abiding and whose individual 
existence in the civil society is secure: 
It means nothing at all. Not yet. 
But what will happen, even to us, if 
between five and ten millions of the 
Germans for whom we, have taken 
responsibility actually die of starva- 


tion? 


The unknown degradation 


T DO not know; but I think that, 
= ‘unless we are prepared to suffer 
with them, we shall find that the 
foundations of our own life will be 
destroyed. We shall be engulfed— 
not perhaps by actual starvation and 
pestilence—but by a deeper and more 
incurable evil. We shall lose the will 
to live. It is not superabundant 
among us, even today: we are living, 
so to speak, on what remains of our 
moral capital. I do mot think our 
confidence in ourselves—already based 
largely on illuston—would survive so 
shattering a blow to our unconscious 
self-esteem as would be dealt it by 
large-scale starvation among people 
for whose lives we are directly respon- 
sible. 

At no matter what risk to our own 
food-supplies, we should regard the 
prevention, of starvation in the British 
zone as an absolutia priority: because 
we shall find ourselves plunged into a 
spiritual abyss if we do not. That 
sounds very abstract. And I don’t 
know how to convey my sense of the 
unknown degradation which awaits 
us if we refuse to succour Germany. 
I can only say that I believe we too 
shall suffer complete moral collapse, 
from which we shall be unable to 
recover. 


Nemesis on Churchill 


Me. CHURCHILL’S Fulton speech 
is echoing round the world. 
That it is not to be simply dismissed 


| Observer’s | 
Commentary | 


as the utterance of a war-minded 
politician is proved by the fact that 
three months ago Bertrand Russell 


advocated precisely such a policy of 
close alliance between America and 


Britain in an, article in the Man- 
chester Guardian: and with precisely 
the same purpose—to overawe a 
Russia which (he was convinced) 
would listen to no other reason. 
Bertrand Russell, by no licence of 
speech, can be described as a war- 
minded man. He has ceased to be a 
pacifist, because he has come to be- 
lieve that pacifism is impotent against 
totalitarianism. 

But what may be an understand- 
able policy iin itself, becomes a heavy 
‘indictment of himself when advocated 
by Mr. Churchill. Who, more than 
ihe, should have realized that the 
destruction of Germany would make 
Russia master of Europe? Who made 


the agreement with Stalin for the 


“compensation ” of Poland against 
which he now protests. The nemesis 
of “unconditional surrender” has 
now descended. And it has fallen to 
Mr. Churchill to declare it. 

» 


“Friendly” to Russia !erss 


F only, instead of growling at ‘one 
another, the Big Three would 
unite in reconstructing Europe, the 
world would begin to be free of its 
fears. One is almost ashamed of say- 
ing that: it has become so _ remote 
from practical possibilities. Yet it is 
only fair to this country and the 
present government to say that iit is 
not they who stand in the way. On 
the contrary, they are the most eager 
to collaborate to this end. The 
Russians and the French have put up 
the obstacles. 
It is self-deception to say that the 


Russian insistence on a German gov- 
ernment friendly to Russia is legiti- 


mate. Its legitimacy entirely depends 
upon what “friendly” means. 
“Friendly,” in Russian practice, 


means Communist-controlled. If 
democrats and pacifists fall into the 
habit of calling legitimate the demand 
for a  Communist-controlled  gov- 
ernment, they have surrendered the 
central citadel of democracy—and 
pacifism. If they really believe that 
Britain will never be “friendly” to 
Russia until it is Communist-con- 
trolled, let them say so: and not con- 
tinue to live in a world of make- 
believe, think in words that are 
utterly ambiguous, and act like moral 
cowards. 


The Communist price 


TINHIS is the vital question. Are 

friendly relations between 
Soviet Russia and a non-Communist 
country possible? To judge by thie 
words and acts of Russia, the Russian 
answer is “No.” In that case what 
is the good of bleating “ we must be 
friends with Russia”? Unless you 
are prepared to pay the price: which 
is to join the Communist party and 
work, by Communist methods, to 
secure a Communist government in 
Britain. 

It is no use saying it is possible for 
a free democracy to be friendly to 
Russia. Russia does not believe it. 
No democracy could have been more 
friendly to Russia than Britain was 
from 1941 to 1945. Has Russia 
reciprocated this friendliness—in any 
way? 

An individual—an exceptionally 
saintly one—might put up with this 
treatment: but a nation will not, for 
a nation is not composed of saints. 
Neither, as far as I know it, is the 


THE ONLY 
QUESTION 


TT is not a question of abstract 

justice but of dire human 
need. The Germans in the British 
zone are now on a near-starvation 
ration of 1,000 calories a day. 
Unless relief is sent, a further 
reduction to 700 calories—less 
than’ the Belsen  ration—will 
almost certainly be unavoidable 
next month. To allow that to hap- 
pen would be to acquiesce in the 
death by starvation of many 
thousands of Germans: the oldest, 
she youngest and the weakest 

Pst. cae 


If, when thousands of lives are 
at stake, the nation were to refuse 
to accept the temporary and not 
very serious hardship of consum- 
ing rather less grain, it would 


stand guilty of a callous in- 
humanity which is altogether 


foreign to our spirit and tradi- 
tions. That is not all. If we allow 
the Germans in our zone to starve, 
we shall make a mockery of our 
efforts to wean them from Nazism 
and to instil a respect for the 
democratic way of life. They will 
call us hypocrites, and they will 
be right. And those who survive 
will look for teachers elsewhere. 
The British zone will become a 
place which we can no longer 
fruitfully administer, and _ yet 
from which we cannot safely 
withdraw. 

Both sets of considerations, the 
humanitarian and the _ political, 
lead to the same conclusion. We 
must reduce our consumption in 
order to send grain to Germany, 
and the only question for the 
Government should be how best 
to bring this reduction about. 


—The Observer, March 10. 


And Britain as 
a whole is fast losing its friendship 


pacifist movement. 


That, I agree, is lament- 
able. But at is for Russia, mot 
Britain, to set it right. Britain has 
no power to compel or persuade Russia 
to stop kicking her, 


When Stalin is dead 


RE things really as bad ag they 
look? I think we may take it as 
certain that Russia does not want 
war, although her policies are such as 
to make peace impossible. If Russia 
does not want war, I think it a fair 
guess that, democracies being what 
they are, there will be no war. More- 
over, it will take Russia a very long 
while to raise her industrial produc- 
tion to the present level of the USA. 
And by the time she gets there, Stalin 
will probably be dead, and queer 
things may ‘happen in Russia. Queer 
things equally may happen iin Europe 
Indeed, the danger which haunts my 
mind, is mwre or less universal civil 
war in Europe, between forces which 
will, no doubt, be labelled Fascist and 
Communist—but will hardly corre- 
spond to those labels. If this can be 
averted, and if Germamy is not re- 
duced to such a condition of misery 
that a combination of Nazism and 
Communism, seems the only chance of 
omer, then I believe there is a chance 
that the complex and precious spirit 
of Europe may come to life again. 


for Russia. 


Grave words 


qT is a pity we have not heard more 

in the past from Mr. Hynd, the 
Minister responsible for the British 
zones of Germany and Austria. But 
now that he has spoken perhaps his 
terribly grave words will sink home. 
He said that unless 150,000 tons of 


wheat arrived in Germany before the 
end of March, the rations of the 23 
million people in the British zone 
would be not 1,000 calories, but 700 
—or even 400. “ And remember, even 
in Belsen at its worst, the skeletons 
seen on the films were being given 


800 calories.” 

“Té our people understood the scale of the 
tragedy developing in Europe they would wil- 
lingly make sacrifices from their own meagre 
rations. Up to the moment there has not been 
any suggestion of thet kind. If this is not 
to be necessary, then it is up to us at least 
to save as much as we can and to see that 
nothing goes to waste. 

* we can cut out waste we can make a 
vast contribution. We are faced this time 
with the lives of millions of people. On that 
depends the peace of the world. This ia not 
a battle of destruction. It is a battle to save 
lives to rebuild Europe and a new’ world” 


—_— 


POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
Home: quarterly, 8s. 8d.; yearly, 128. 6d. 
Abroad: quarterly, 2a. 9d.; yearly, 10s. 64. 
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CONSCRIPTION 
AND VITALITY 


MPHE opinion appears to be steadily 

gaining ground in USA that the 
project of peace-time military con- 
scription will be rejected by Congress, 
We should be happy to be equally 
certain that jit will be rejected in 
Parliament in this country. <A 
Labour Party of the old style would 
never have been instrumental in im- 
posing peace-time conscription ion this 
eountry; but a Labour’ Party which 
contains a considerable element which 
has been deeply influenced either by 
Fabian or Soviet conceptions of State- 
Socialism is a less reliable instru- 
ment. Moreover, Mr. Bevin, whose 
policy probably has the whole-hearted 
support of all members of the Labour 
Party who are not Fabian-inspired or 
Russian “ fellow-travellers,’”’ may feel 
that his policy needs the support of a 
strong military force. Those who 
support his policy may feel themselves 
bound to support him if he says that 
it requires military conscription. 


The consequence may be that the 
majority of the Labour Party, know- 
ing that Mr. Bevin shares its instine- 
tive repugnance for peace-time con- 
scription, may give way because he 
genuinely believes that conscription is 
mecessary to fulfil British “ commit- 
ments’: while the minority will sup- 
port it on principle as a necessary 
adjunct of State Socialism—seven 
when it is democratic. The glory of 
the Red Army must be reflected in 
the glow of the Pink one. 


There is more than a chance, there- 
fore, that the Labour Government will 
establish the system of military con- 
scription in peace-time upon this 
country. It would do it with genuine 
reluctance, against the grain of a 
majority of its supporters, because it 
sees mo other way of safeguarding 
Britain. Against what? The answer 
is unfortunate, but inescapable. 
Against the encroachments of Russia, 


We view those encroachments with 
ag much apprehension as Mr. Bevin 
himself. But we are convinced that 
it is a mistake to try to check them by 
a display of force, based on military 
conscription. As pacifists, wie believe 
that rather than be driven to the 
necessity of defending Britain and 
its vital interests by the diabolical 
instruments of modern war, it would 
be better for this country to disarm 
completely. But we do not pretend 
that such a course offers any practical 
salvation. With a Russia armed to 
the teeth, and preaching a creed as 
militant as Mohammedanism once 
was, disarmament cannot offer 
security. It is obedience to an in- 
wardly felt moral imperative. 


But anti-conscription is, we believe, 
@ practical policy in the true sense. 
As pacifists we refuse conscription; 
but we object to it as people deeply 
concerned for the continued vitality 
of democracy. Neither spiritually, 
nor materially (we are convinced) 
can Democracy stand the strain of 
military conscription. To put it 
simply, a Democracy must take the 
risk of voluntarism in all the major 
issues of life. 


_ This feeling is behind the profound 
instinctive repugnance to military 
conscription which is part of the 
Anglo-Saxon tradition. It has no 
logical connection with the pacifist’s 
moral imperative forbidding him in 
any circumstances to resort to war. 
But since pacifists will, in general, be 
supporters of liberal democracy, 
because that is the only form of 
society that will tolerate them, they 
will reject conscription on this ground, 


But the atom-bomb has swept the 
world into a new dimension of destruc- 
tive possibilities. In the new age in 
which we are now condemned to live, 
a conscript armed force is not merely 
an intolerable drain on the moral 
vitality and physical energies of the 
nation; it is an obsoléte and prepos- 
terous instrument of war. It would be 
an irony if a Labour Government 
should impose military conscription 
upon us in any circumstances; in the 
atomic age it would be an enormity. 


A. H. GERRARD 


writes of the land 
and the pits in 


RECENT editorial was a 
timely reminder of the 
most important problem con- 
fronting sincere men today— 
how can we recapture our 
reality? That is indeed a poser, 
and though you give us a clue, “anew 
social discipline voluntarily asserted 
through understanding and freewill,” 
we are no nearer solution, because 
how to bring this about is just as 
difficult a problem. _ 

Nevertheless I believe that a move 
can be made, but it depends first of 
all upon “understanding.” We know 
what we want—individuality, not 
servility: sufficiency, not poverty or 
surfeit: honest work honestly, not 
grudgingly, rewarded: and so_ on. 
That is our reality, but to get it is 
another matter. 


Tiddleywinks 


The move “ towards any responsible 
social action’ may be hard, but it is 
not impossible. Those of us who have 
been the tiddleywinks, flipped here 
and there by the State, have landed jin 
unfamiliar surroundings, on the land, 
down the mines, in hospitals. We 
have worked at tasks strange to us, 
often met with strange types of men, 
but is there one of us whose under- 
standing is not now fuller with re- 
gard to the way in which the other 
half of the world lives? 

In particular work on the land has 
claimed many of us, and we know 
now what arduous, uninteresting 
work that can be. But it jis not pos- 
sible to work on the land without 
developing a lively sympathy for 
those whom circumstances ordinarily 
compel to work there, nor without 
developing a complete understanding 
of humanity’s dependence ‘on. the soil. 
Furthermore, with aching back and 
arms, in all weather, and with long 
hours of toil, it is hard to resist ful- 
minating against those more fortunate 


people whose work is light and con- 
genial, but who produce nothing vital 
to the common good. Yet a mellower 
understanding make allowances for 
what is after all only ignorance, and 
it is salutary to remember one’s own 
“parasitism” in the pre-tiddleywink 
stage, 


No going back 


Howeyer, no allowances can _ be 
made for a return to this stage, when 
once understanding has been acquired, 
and after finally scraping the soil 
from our boots, there is no excuse for 
returning to the easy life, and once 
more leaning on the farm labourer. 
There is one move most of us can 
make towards a responsible social 
action. We can cultivate a plot of 
ground and grow as much of our own 
food as possible. That will take some 
weight, at least, off the farm worker’s 
bent back. 

Of course, it is nol possible to: feed 
oneself entirely from one’s own gar- 
den, and so there must always be a 
certain amount of leaning on iothers, 
not only in the matter of food, but 
also in everything touching our daily 


lives. And so to the miners. 
APINING js even more try- 
= ing, I imagine, than 


farming—at least there is no 
Women’s Coal Army—and if I had 
to choose between the two means of 
earning my livelihood, I would choose 
the latter without hesitation. Yet we 
must have coal. We cannot dig even 
a part of it, as we can grow part of 
our own food; nor does the social pat- 
tern allow us to put in, say, one day a 
week down the mine. It jis all or 
nothing, and the number who embrace 
eoal-mining as a full-time job is 
getting less each year. The situation 
in the coal industry affects us all very 
closely. We can resolve to use less 
coal and so more nearly balance pre- 
sent output and demand, but we must 
still depend wholly on the miner. 


LETTERS 


I.R.A. prisoners. 


S° far as our present information 

goes some 50 1.R.A. prisoners are 
stil held in English prisons on 
charges arising out of the series of 
bomb-attacks that took place in 1939. 
Two men, Barnes and McCormack, 
were executed in Coventry, where 
lives were lost. Elsewhere damage 
was confined to property. We do not 
attempt to condone this campaign; on 
the contrary we consider it misguided, 
foolish and futile, apart from the 
tragic loss of life of harmless 
eivilians; but it must also be remem- 
bered, in explanation of it, that ‘in 
1938 as many as 16 explosions directed 
upon Catholics and Nationalists took 
place in the Six Counties, and no one 
was punisheid. All reprisal cam- 
paigns are bad, and in them usually 
innocent people suffer. 

In England, at the time of the trials, feeling 
naturally ran high, and sentences in most 
cases were excessive, ranging from 20 years 
tou ten. Three women got ten years each for 
harbouring or helping. Some prisoners have 
died of T.B., and one at least has become 
insane and been removed to Broadmoor; his 
ease needs investigation and with proper 
treatment, if released, hei would in all pro- 
bability recover, his breakdown being due to 
prison conditions. 


We feel that with a Labour Government in 
power it is time to urge an amnesty for these 
and other political prisoners, particularly in 
view of the fact that, in the case of the IRA 
prisoners, these men and women have already 
spent years in prison, and the ten-year pri- 
soners are already nearing the end of their 
long sentences. It would be both humane 
and a friendly gesture to allow these men 
and women to return to their homes and 
families without further delay. 


CLARE ANNESLEY CLARE SHERIDAN 
FENNER BROCKWAY HANNA SHEEHY 

AUGUSTUS JOHN SKEFFINGTON 
ETHEL MANNIN JAMES STEPHENS 


Miners and critics 


RRESPONSIBLE miners are few and almost 
everyone tries to pull his weight. Of 
course, we have irresponsible persons in our 
mines as in any other industry. I hold no 
brief for idle individuals; such are a liability 
on the rest of the community. 


The Bevin scheme has proved a dismal 
failure as a response to the increasing demand 
for manpower in the mining industry. Very 
few desire to make coalmining a career. 

If the miners worked four days a week of 
real hard labour, I doubt whether this would 
solve the problem of output or even effect a 
substantial increase. 


A good proportion of mines are out of 
date in view of modern methods of mechaniza- 
tion, speed and efficiency. The distance from 
coal face to the pit bottom; constant break- 
downs of Machinery on conveyor work: old 
and worn out machinery; lack of essential 
material for safety measures all help to lessen 
output. Thousands of tons of coal are wasted 
through bad organization and lack of labour 
on conveyor work. Machinery and equipment 
ia lost owing to heavy roof falls. 


Human factors must be taken into considera- 
tion—food, age, overstrain, accidents, etc. 
One can only state the facts with practical 
experience both past and present. 


Therefore, do not lay all the blame on the 
long-suffering miner like a ton of bricks shot 
up at his front door. As miners and men we 
do our best under difficult conditions, 

HAROLD BROOK. 

86 Willow Park, 

Pontefract, Yorks. 


Rights of personality 


THNHE opening words of Vera Brittain’s latest. 
Letter to Peace-Lovers raise an important 
issue for pacifists. She says: 


“A personal event—-the departure of my 
young son, who was called up a few days 
ago, to join a RAF camp near Liverpool-~ 
has set me thinking more than usual ‘n the 
subject of peace-time conscription. Had the 
war continued, my son might well have been 
a conscientious objector. But now, when 
compulsory killing is not involved, hts think- 
ing, one month past his eighteenth hirthday. 
on the relationship between the individual 
and the State has not yet reached a point 
of principle on which he felt he cou'd make 
a stand against the routine operations of 
the military machine.” 


It seems now more than ever vital that the 
whole philosophy of pacifism, not in the rarrow 
sense of refusing to kill, must be clarified and 
expounded. The fullest implications involve 
the right of the individual to resist any form 
of compulsion which interferes with his cppor- 
tunities to develop freely along the lines indi- 
cated by his own unique personality. Only 
thus may he become in the fullest serse a 
free servant of God, in Whose service the only 
true freedom is to be found. Any narruwing- 
down of the philosophy of pacifist now, at 
this crucia] stage in the developmen. of man- 
kind, is likely to prove disastrous. 


In any case, in the new “atomic age,”’ 
killing by individuals on a vast scale will no 
longer be the issue at all, as Vera Bri‘tain 
points out further on in her Letter. 

DALLAS KENMARE. 

Lynthurst Hill, 


Barnt Green, Worcs. 


Indians and famine 


Is it quite fair for Observer to say that 
‘the Indian politicians have sedulously avoided 
any implication in the responsibility for prac- 
tical measures to- deal with the famine’’? 


From the Congress point of view the human 
causes of famine are inseparably connected 
with imperialism. They may be wrong; but 
holding that view they could not collaborate 
with British rule without strengthening the 
very agency which, in their opinion, prevents 
India from coping with the problem by drastic 
measures. It is certain that they could only, 
on those terms, go as far as the British were 
already prepared to go, and that the moral 
effect of supporting this alien government 
would far outweigh any good that would be 
achieved by collaboration. 


In 1943 those Congress leaders who were 
not in jail were active in relief work and 
all that can be done independently of the 
Government will be done by them again. But 
in refusing to ‘‘ co-operate”? in government 
on our terms they are surely doing what any 
self-respecting person would have done in 
Europe under the German occupation. 


REGINALD REYNOLDS. 
20 Juhilee Place, 
S.W.3. 


Recapturing Reality 


The problem is therefore to induce 
the miner willingly to get our coal. 
The Tories impose a social discipline 
by the threat of starvation or the 
workhouse. We cannot support that 
principle. Can we bribe the miner? 
Again your editorial points out, 

‘the more the miner is set free from the 
compulsion of poverty or punishment, the less 
he does for the common weal.” 

The conclusion is inescapable—too 
much leaning and too little support- 


ing, the State must collapse, 


myo avoid that we must find 
an answer to the method of 


social discipline based on fear. , 

“ Have we come to the humiliating conclusion 
that without compulsion men will not work 
sufficiently to satisfy the totul requirements 
of the community?” 


asks Herbert Read, and goes on to 
deny it. But it certainly looks as 
though we have comz to the state 
where, without compulsion to learn, 
men will not acquire understanding, 
will not recapture reality. It ig not 
only ignorance—there is deep-rooted 
corruption and cynicism. The wide- 
spread habit of petty pilfering is 
supported by: “ Well, if I don’t have 
it, someone else will.” The dis- 
gruntled worker complains, “ You 
can’t do enough for a bad guv’nor, you 
can’t do too much for a good one.” 
No coercion will remove those atti- 
tudes of mind. 


A gradual process 


A complete re-education is needed, 
and education is always a gradual 
process, so slow that it seems almost 
a waste of time to embark upon it. 
Yet it is the one responsible social 
action that all men of understanding 
can take. There must be example 
and education unceasing; example 
first, to lessen our dependence on such 
as the farm worker and the miner, 
and to take some of the weight upon 
ourselves: then education, to combat 
selfish motives and corrupt habits, to 
bring men to awareness of reality. 

Both these have been affirmed’ 
time and again, but we cannot escape 
the truth that they contain. There 
is no responsible social action which 
can be taken at once and yield im- 
mediate and tangible results. But we 
must lose no opportunity of re-educat- 
ing our neighbours if we would 
prevent that collapse. 


Peace News is open for the expression of a}} 
points of view relevant to pacifism. Articles 
in it, whether signed or unsigned, do not 
necessarily represent the policy of the Peace 
Pledge Union, of which it is the weekly organ. 
Nor does the acceptance of advertisements 


imply any endorsement of, or PPU connexion 
with, the matter advertised. 


SYBIL THORNDIKE says: 


“A monthly Journal for PPU 


members is a splendid idea, ,. .” 


Place your order now with your 

local group, or send 3s. 9d. (postal 

subscription to December, 1946) 

to P.N., 3 Blackstock Road, 
London, N.4. 


-PPU JOURNAL 


Please note our only address 


C. A. BROCK & Co. Ltd. 
79 SOUTHERN ROW, LONDON, W.I0. 


For all Printing & 
Stationery 


Books reviewed ins 


NEW STATESMAN, SPECTATOR, TIME 
AND TIDE, TIMES LITERARY SUPPLE- 
MENT, LISTENER, JOHN 0’LONDON’S, 
OBSERVER, SUNDAY TIMES, PEACE 
NEWS, AND DAILY NEWSPAPERS. 
CAN USUALLY BE OBTAINED 


FROM 
HOUSMAN S$ 


[NX the West End of London we 
are becoming known as the 
most advanced cultural book- 
sellers. We are anxious to 
earn similar esteem with our 
postal subscribers. Will you 
become one? 
AT present we can only an- 
+** nounce a few of the newest 
books in our advertisements. 
But in the autumn we hope to 


issue catalogues. 
GEOFFREY GILBERT, 
Manager. 
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A new start for a peaceful Germany 


This is one of the 
most encouraging docu- 


ments to come out of 2 tS sey Sate as ’ 5 s Pa. Se 
secupied Germany. It We who have sicced underveath attended a maetine of pacifizt 
personifies an old ; , - 

German custom — the eu other peace-lovers in Hamourg om gundsy 27th Janusny 194 


communal autograph— 
and is evidence of the 
revival . of pre-Nazi 
peaceful gatherings. 
The group whose 
signatures are repro- 
duced here, is one of 
many which are al- 


ready springing up yy fp 

amid the ruins. Ham- » Mx as, eer P ie aT f 

burg. which has an (<iar wirky / Fe. th{~a yi aaghans 
fj * ee tf - 


anti-Nazi reputation to 
keep up, got in early, 
bot as we write there 
are reports of similar ! 
gatherings in other 
parts of the British 
gone, including Aachen, 
where a specifically 
pacifist group has been 


formed, and Hanover, 

where also old contacts : ; 

have been _ re-estab- iy) 

lished. ii iy ar 
The War Resisters’ | \ 4 * 

International, reporting |~« Use ¥ 


on this 


heartening ss 
process, makes ayalaple Udgla ft; PES, 
O Pijer Bia 


to us this moving letter f 
from Frau Koelmann, coon Sa i 
. ce. aes 
who writes as a Ger- # 
man mother, but whose 
feelings and aspirations é 
can be shared by all 
who to some extent |: eae 7: 50 
have passed through 4 
the horror of bombard- 
ment. 

British pacifists will 
recognize the tre- 
mendous responsibility 
which rests on us 
all to see that the 
emergent Germany has x 
a fair chance of life 
and growth. 


Frau Magda Koelmann, through the WRI, 


writes to all pacifists: 
I AM very glad that I can write to 
you. For us Germans it is grand 
to know that beyond the frontiers 
there are still people who think of 
us without hatred, who are willing 
to understand and seek for recon- 
ciliation. People abroad may per- 
haps smile that today one talks 
about pacifism in Germany. It 
seems rather cheap to be a pacifist 
at a time when the war has just 
been lost by us, our life’s blood is 
shed and, economically ruined, we 
are facing an uncertain and gloomy 
future. 
Even though it may seem ridicullous to 
the outer world, in Germany never 
“has the situation been so favourable 
as it is now for the spreading of 
pacifist thought and ideas. The 
soil in which today the seed of the 
pacifist idea is sown, has been 
soaked with our life’s blood—should 
then the seed not bear fruit which 
our children and our children’s 


Se 


EUROPEAN FEDERATION 
—with’ whom ? 
COMMON WEALTH invite YOU 
toa 
PUBLIC MEETING 
at 
CAXTON HALL, S.W.1 
on 
Tuesday, March 19, at 7 p.m. 
Speakers: S. Scholefield-Allen, K.C., M.P., 


Lt.-Cmdr. K. Innes Hamilton, D.S.C., R.N., 
both of Federal Union. 


C, A. Smith, PhD. and Gilbert Hall of 
Common Wealth. 


Tickets 1s. at door. Some free seats. 
Questions welcomed. 


CATARRH 


HIS commonest of all disease con- 
ditions amongst civilised peoples, 
greatly impairs mental efficiency, lowers 
resistance to infection, and generally 
debilitates its innumerable victims. The 
true remedy is to de-toxicatethesystem, 
restore the clean bloodstream of youth, 
and then reform the diet and other 
habits of living. 

Garlic—a prescription with 6000 
years of history—is a most powerful 
disinfecting agent ; and greatly helps in 
neutralising and liquifying catarth. 

Send stamps 5d. for two 20-page 
booklets about Garlic in its modern 
deodorised forms which impart no taint 
whatever to the breath or person. 


Allysol Company, Fairlight, Sussex 
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children will reap some day and be 
thankful for? 

It is women, not only we German 
women, who have made the greatest 
sacrifices in this war. Our hus- 
bands, our brothers and fathers 
have died on the battlefields, and 
those who are returned have either 
lost their health or they are hope- 
less, facing, the ruins of their 
wrecked livelihood. How many 
children have no longer a father 
and are physically and spiritually 
im need; their hearts trembling with 
fear of the dismal war, bombs and 
shells. During that time we 
mothers have learned to reflect and 
we became keen of hearing. We 
want no more war; we want peace. 
We owe this to our children. 


Many of us realize that after these 
terrible adversities a conversion 
must come, that the philosophy of 
life which ,preaches the desire for 
power, hatred and vengeance is the 
self-destruction of humanity. Con- 
ciously or unconsciously we have 
recognised that the most positive 
forces in this world are the forces 
of love. And somehow we realize 
also that this knowledge binds one 
not to retaliate blood with blood and 
hate with hate, but to rebuild in 
active love for neighbours and to 
make the principle of reconciliation 
the foundation of our life. 


Perhaps people will say that jit is 
superfluous in Germany to be con- 
cerned against thought of revenge 
and retributicn since Germany will 
not be able to make war for many 
years to come. But at this moment 
pacifism is more to us Germans than 
a “No More War Movement.” For 
us it is the key to tolerance, to 
humaneness and to real love of one’s 
neighbour, 

Our youth has been educated in 
intolerance, has been taught that 
everything beyond the German 
frontiers is inferior to that which is 
done in Germany, be it science, art 
ior the social conditions. We hope 
that through a pacifist movement in 
Germany our youth will link up 
with the youth of the world, that it 
will learn to assess and to appre- 
ciate the accomplishments of others, 
and will some day believe again 
that there are values in life which 
are far more important than 
frontiers, peoples and races. 

Women and men of all ages want to 
work for pacifist ideals here jin 
Germany. We would be grateful to 
have your help and suggestions, 
since you have so much more ex- 
perience. We have not even writ- 
ing materials, 

Together with you, we hope that by 
our mutual effort we shall succeed 
in making the idea of pacifism in 
the world so powerful that this war 
shall have been the last. May God. 
who has promised peace on earth to 
those who are of goodwill, help us 
in our work. 
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KAMERADSCHAFT 


T AM speaking to crowded meetings, 

in Quaregnon, the coal mining 
area of Belgium this week. When 
Liberation came to Belgium new 
slogans were adopted. One was 
“Now we must win the battle for 
coal.” The other day a teacher asked 
his class of boys who had won this 
battle. One said “Van Acker”; 
another “the miners.” At last one 
boy said “the Germans” and the 
teacher congratulated him on getting 
the right answer. Over half the coal 
miners here are German prisoners of 
war. 

Nearly all the people who entertain 
me are miners and their families. 
The men regularly take down two, 
three or four times as much lunch as 
they will eat themselves in order to 
share with the Germans. A silent 
middle-aged fellow sitting smoking by 
the kitchen stove never took food to 
work. He prefers to do his 8-hour 
stretch without it. It is only now 
that he has begun to bring his packet 
like the rest—for the prisoners. 


One of our neighbours whoa was a 
P-o-W in Germany handed a small 
packet of tobacco and food to a Ger- 
man in the yard before going down to 
the pit. The Guard reported him and 
he was given the sack. He told the 
manager that in Germany he had re- 
ceived any amount of similar packets 
from people there and that nothing 
would stop him continuing the same 
habit in future, 


Philippe Vernier, on hearing of it, 
went straight to the Director, who 
knew nothing of the matter but 
strongly disapproved of the work- 
man’s treatment. He summoned all 
the managers to the office by tele- 
phone. They produced their report 
books and the case was soon traced. 
The manager’s action was proved 
correct from the military viewpoint 
but Philippe assured them that the 
whole neighbourhood approved of and 
was involved in feeding these Ger- 
mans, and if they tried to prevent it, 
their action would appear to the pub- 
lic like a new post-war partnership 
between capitalists and militarists to 
drive a wedge between the workers of 
different countries. The Director said 
that no such action was to be taken 
but that each case must be submitted 


to him. 
MURIEL LESTER. 


= —————— 


“FOR GERMANY 1945” 


In the verses by Ruth M. Wallis under this 
title (PN. Mar. 1) an unfortunate error 
destroyed the sense of the end of the third 
stanza, which should have run into the fourth, 
as follows: 


Have they forgotten the years 


When the innocent sky was our friend, 
the deep meadows and forests: 
The sheep paths over the downs. 
Line 22 should read: 
And their children's crying be stilled? 


‘<10-years”’ C.0. sent 


back to unit 


PILL WILKINS of Brighton, sen- 
*" tenced to ten (reduced to five) 
years penal servitude by court-martial 
in Italy exactly a year before, was 
released from Wormwood Scrubs 
pnison and taken to a unit in the 
Home Counties last week. 

This follows persistent pressure by 
the Central Board for COs and a sym- 
pathetic MP. ; ' 

On Sept. 12 last the Financial Secre- 
tary to the War Office received a 
deputation consisting of Fred Messer, 
M.P., A. E. Tiffin (of the Transport 
and General Workers Union of which 
Wilkins is a member) and Fenner 
Brockway and A. Joe Brayshaw (of 
the Central Board), but he was unable 
to hold out much hope of an early 
release, 

Wilkins’ heavy sentence has been suspended. 
which means that if he maintains his refusal 
of Army service. he will be court-martialled 
and may then be able to appear before the 
Advisory Tribunal for COs which can advise 
his discharge. 

Wilkins, a Methodist and an original mem- 
ber of the PPU, did not register as a CO 
but refused to serve in the Army after going 
through ‘‘that hell called Cassino’’ in the 
Italian campaign. He was later wounded by 
an Italian with « shot-gun (in mistake for a 
German): three of the shots pierced a lung 
which was for a time collapsed and the court- 
martial could only be held in Italy when he 
had sufficiently recovered. 


C.0.s family in rail smash 


At the court-martial at Lichfield, 
Staffs, on March 1, George W, Chitty, 
Streatham, pleaded guilty to absence 
from his Unit for over three years 
and also to refusing orders. 

On his behalf, Denis Hayes. of the 
CBCO told the court that after his 
family had seen thim im the guard- 
room at Lichfield on New Year’s Day 
they were involved in the Lichfield 
train disaster as they were starting 
on their journey home. Chitty’s son, 
aged two, was killed. His wife had 
fractures of both legs, one of which 
had wince been amputated, and his 
father and mother suffered multiple 
injuries and were still in hospital. 

The sentence of the court was 12 months‘ 


hard labour. This will at least enable Chitty 
to appear again before the Appellate Tribunal. 


THE REPLY TO PROF. 
G. C. FIELD 


(Each 6d., by any 7d.; 1s. 9d. the set 
y post) 
E. L. Allen: 
PACIFISM AS AN 
INDIVIDUAL DUTY 


Francis E. Pollard: 
PACIFISM AS A POLICY 


G. A. Sutherland 
SOCIETY AND THE 
CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTOR 
(for early issue) 


Central Board for C.0.s, 6 Endsleigh 
St., W.C.1, or from HOUSMAN’S, ete. 


DO YOU SUPPORT FRANCO? 


If not, demand the Release of 
Spanish Republicans imprisoned 
in England! 

PUBLIC MEETING 
at 
HOLBORN HALL, LONDON 
(corner of Theobald’s Road and Grays’ 
Inn Road) 

Tuesday, March 26th, 7.30 p.m. 
Chairman: FENNER BROCKWAY 
Speakers include GEORGE ORWELL, 
VICTOR GOLLANCZ, MRS. E. BRAD- 
DOCK, M.P., H. L. HUTCHINSON, M.P., 


and others 


{ Organized by 
FREEDOM DEFENCE COMMITTEE 


GEORGE Ll. DAVIES 
writes the introduction to the 
Phoenix Pamphlet 


“TIGER BAY "— 


*‘a crucible for sympathies or anthpo- 
thies that might he carried to the ends 
of the earth.” 

FROM HOUSMAN’S, 

post free, 7d. 


new 


HOUSMAN’'S 
YOUR BOOKSHOP 


POLEMIC No. 2 
(Philosophical magazine), 2s. 6d. 


THE FAMILY REUNION 
T. S. Eliot, 7s. 6d. 


GOD WITH US 
S. L. Frank, 12s. 6d. 


WHAT THEY SAID AT THE TIME 
Political speeches 1917-1944, 15s. 


HISTORY AND THE READER 
G. M. Trevelyan, 2s. 6d. 


124 SHAFTESBURY AVENUE, W.1. 


Published from 3 Blackstock Road, London, 
N.4, by “Peace News" Ltd. Printed by 
Clifford Printing Co. (T.U.), London, N.16. 
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